Banned Books Poster Assignment
English I Honors McCook

Due Date: ___________ 


Total Value: 40 points
What/Who? You will create a poster and a brief presentation on one specific book that has been banned or challenged. You can do this in pairs or alone. You may choose your partner.

Why?  Banned Books Week is September 27 - October 3 this year.  We will celebrate this event by learning about banned books while beautifying our school and educating others.  This is also a highly relevant way to kick off our study of Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury as you’ll soon see.
Why a poster and not, say, a PowerPoint presentation? We’ll be displaying these posters in the school halls and in the library space.  This will help us to support our library and to inform other students about books that have been banned and challenged. With your posters we can help to make our hallways beautiful and educational spaces. 

How do I get started? You should pick a book to profile.  This book can have been challenged in a school district or can have been banned somewhere in the world.  BEFORE you start making a poster, you need to check your choice with your teacher. Please understand that for any given book, only one pair can make a poster per mod. 

Useful websites:
·  Go to www.ala.org and navigate to ‘Advocacy, legislation & issues’, then choose the section on banned and challenged books. Or start with this page: http://www.ala.org/advocacy/banned/frequentlychallenged/challengedbydecade/2000_2009  
· http://www.stylist.co.uk/life/50-books-that-were-banned  (a very slick page about banned books)
Poster components:

· Some kind of indication that this poster is about a banned or challenged book.
· A graphic/image that represents something important from the book and draws the audience in. This might be the book cover, but just as well might be another strong image that is related to the book.
· Information about why the book was banned or challenged (and where and when)
· Information about the book itself—a short synopsis, and some of the following: information about, for example, the author and his/her prizes, blurbs from reviewers, a short excerpt or quote from the book (maybe the first few lines, if they are compelling).
· Citations for all components including graphics. Use modified MLA style in your works cited page (on the back of the poster). On the front of the poster, you may use small, unobtrusive numbers to refer to the items. Your works cited page will not be arranged alphabetically (which is standard) but will be arranged numerically by item.

Presentation:
Show the class your poster, talk us through it and explain what you learned about the book. (Have you read it? Do you want to read it now or not? Why? Can you share a short excerpt or quote, or maybe an interesting fact you learned?)  Work together to create a seamless, professional presentation in which you explain your poster and share your knowledge. 
Total presentation length: 2.5-4 minutes.
Hints:

Carefully consider the graphic arrangement of your poster.  Use color and different fonts and sizes to create an interesting and harmonious poster.
Please remember that you are creating a poster for the hall. Be aware of your audience, which includes your fellow students, teachers, administrators, staff, parents, and other visitors to the school.  Know that there is a certain amount of censorship at work in schools; do not choose to put a highly sexual quote or one with vulgar words in it on your poster.  Yet, you do want to capture people’s attention as they walk by so they will stop and read your poster (and learn something or even want to read the book). When in doubt, discuss it with me beforehand.
Banned Books Poster and Presentation Rubric
Name(s):____________________________________
Mod: _____

Book Title: ___________________________________


	Presentation
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Speaking is loud and clear; eye contact; gestures appropriate. 

Each member makes an appropriate contribution.
	
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate linking and signposting while speaking (“first”, “next”). Organization and structure clear.
	
	
	
	
	

	Introduction clear and attracts audience interest; conclusion ends with note of finality.
	
	
	
	
	

	Details are relevant; they are related to the main idea (no aimless wandering). The poster components are explained; your thoughts about the book and its banning are explained.
	
	
	
	
	


	Poster

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Text organization—sufficient & relevant information; clear, brief, academic tone
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall layout clear and catchy (fonts, use of color, placement of graphics/text, legibility); pictorial element(s)—relevant
	
	
	
	
	

	Grammar, spelling and punctuation
	
	
	
	
	

	Sources are indicated; appropriate citations in modified MLA style (where is that photo/that quote from?)
	
	
	
	
	


Total Grade: ______/40 points
